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Moray Council honours Merchant Navy
personnel
The men and women of the British Merchant Navy – both past and present –
were remembered in Moray today when the Red Ensign was hoisted over the
council headquarters building in Elgin.
The brief ceremony, carried by Moray Council convener Councillor Allan
Wright, coincided with Merchant Navy Day which honours the contribution
made during both wartime and peacetime by members of the merchant fleet.
September 3 was designated as Merchant Navy Day in commemoration of the

128 passengers and crew of the British merchant vessel SS Athenia which
was torpedoed just a few hours after war was declared on Germany in 1939.
Every council in Britain has been asked by the Seafarers UK charity and the
Merchant Navy Association to fly the Red Ensign – commonly referred to as
the Red Duster – today.
As part of the ceremony, Councillor Wright read a message from the president
of Seafarers UK, the Earl of Wessex, which said: “On this Merchant Navy Day, I
very much hope you will support the campaign by Seafarers UK to remember
the sacrifices, salute the courage and support the future of the often unsung
personnel of our Merchant Navy.
“Too often they are the forgotten or invisible service. By raising the Red
Ensign you will ensure at least on this day they are remembered.
“Your act will mean so much to their families and to the retired, but most
especially to those at sea.”
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Moray Council area stretches from Tomintoul in the south to the shores of the
Moray Firth, from Keith in the east to Forres in the west. The council and its
4,500 employees respond to the needs of 92,500 residents in this beautiful
part of Scotland, which nestles between Aberdeenshire and the Highlands.
Famous for its colony of dolphins, fabulous beaches and more malt whisky
distilleries than any where else in Scotland, Moray is a thriving area and a
great place to live.
Headquartered in Elgin, the administrative capital of Moray.

Contacts
Sharon Dunbar
Press Contact
Media and Communications Officer
sharon.dunbar@moray.gov.uk
01343 563046
07967 748826
Peter Jones
Press Contact
Communications manager
Press, public communications, social media, events, FOI,
campaigns, crisis comms.
peter.jones@moray.gov.uk
01343 563601
07974 191318

